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Nation in a more secure world because of
our veterans.

President Kennedy once said, ‘‘Democracy
is never a final achievement. It is a call to
untiring effort, to continual sacrifice and to
the willingness, if necessary, to die in its de-
fense.’’ Today we give thanks to the veterans
of our Armed Forces for showing that will-
ingness. Whether serving on bases and in
ports at home or deployed across the globe,
they have endured hardship and danger to
protect our Nation and assist our allies. The
story of America has been written, in large
part, by the deeds of our veterans—deeds
that bind us to our past, inspire us in the
present, and strengthen us to meet the chal-
lenges of the future.

In honor of those who have served in our
Armed Forces, the Congress has provided (5
U.S.C. 6103 (a)) that November 11 of each
year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday
to honor America’s veterans. On Veterans
Day, we pay tribute to all those who have
served in our Armed Forces, and we remem-
ber with deep respect those who paid the
ultimate price for our freedom. America’s
veterans have answered the highest calling
of citizenship, and they continue to inspire
us with the depth of their patriotism and the
generosity of their service.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Saturday, November 11,
2000, as Veterans Day. I urge all Americans
to acknowledge the courage and sacrifice of
our veterans through appropriate public
ceremonies and private prayers. I call upon
Federal, State, and local officials to display
the flag of the United States and to encour-
age and participate in patriotic activities in
their communities. I invite civic and fraternal
organizations, places of worship, schools,
businesses, unions, and the media to support
this national observance with suitable com-
memorative expressions and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of November, in the
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:46 a.m., November 14, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 15.

The President’s Internet Address

November 11, 2000

Next week representatives from around
the world will gather to help shape an inter-
national response to one of the greatest chal-
lenges we face, the threat of global warming.
Today I want to talk with you about what
this challenge means for the United States
and how we can meet it together. The sci-
entific consensus is clear: The Earth is warm-
ing, and there is strong evidence that human
activity is part of the reason why.

Today I received a report from some of
our leading scientists that provides the most
detailed assessment ever of the potential im-
pacts of global warming across the United
States. This landmark report, undertaken at
the request of Congress, pulls together a
great deal of scientific analysis and paints a
sobering picture of the future.

Scientists project that continued growth in
greenhouse gas emissions could raise tem-
peratures across our country by 5 to 9 de-
grees over the next 100 years. To put that
in perspective, the Earth has not seen a tem-
perature change of that magnitude since the
end of the last ice age, about 15,000 years
ago. This new study makes clear that this pro-
jected warming threatens serious harm to our
environment and to our economy. It could
mean more flooding, more droughts, more
extreme weather, and a serious disruption in
water supplies.

It could mean rising sea levels, the loss
of species, and the destruction of entire eco-
systems such as the Alpine meadows of the
Rocky Mountains. What’s more, the sci-
entists warn, there may be many other im-
pacts that we simply cannot predict.

Fortunately, there are steps we can take
now to help avert these threats to our future.
That’s why for the past 8 years Vice President
Gore and I have pursued commonsense
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strategies to reduce greenhouse gas pollu-
tion. We’ve expanded research and develop-
ment of solar, wind, biofuels, and other re-
newable energy resources.

We’ve taken dramatic steps to reduce en-
ergy use by the Federal Government, the
world’s largest energy consumer. We’ve
adopted stronger energy-efficient standards
for appliances and forged new alliances with
industry, including the Partnership for a New
Generation of Vehicles. These are all steps
that reduce greenhouse gas emissions while
saving consumers money and strengthening
our economy.

But we must do more. That is why today
I’m calling for a dramatic new approach to
reducing air pollution from America’s power-
plants, a comprehensive new clean air strat-
egy that will produce significant reductions
in the emissions that contribute to global
warming.

By adopting one integrated strategy that
addresses all the major pollutants—including
mercury and carbon dioxide, the largest con-
tributor to global warming—we can give
electric utilities the flexibility they need to
meet our clean air goals in a cost-effective
way. A key part of this strategy is the use
of emissions trading, which has proven so ef-
fective in curbing the pollution that causes
acid rain. There is strong bipartisan support
for this approach, and I urge the next Con-
gress to take it up as soon as possible.

As we accelerate our efforts here at home,
we are committed to working with other na-
tions to take strong and sensible action to
curb global warming. As the world comes to-
gether next week in The Hague, the United
States will work to make real progress toward
a treaty that is both environmentally strong
and cost-effective. We must continue to
move forward together. The stakes of not act-
ing are simply too high.

Thanks for logging on.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:45 a.m.
on November 10 in the Map Room at the White
House for broadcast at 8 a.m. on November 11.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on November 10 but was
embargoed for release until the broadcast.

The President’s Radio Address
November 11, 2000

Good morning. On this Veterans Day, as
America honors the service and sacrifice of
our men and women in uniform, we are wit-
nessing the extraordinary resilience of the de-
mocracy they’ve pledged their lives to de-
fend.

From our earliest days, the right to vote
has meant the right to participate and be
heard. If ever there was a doubt about the
importance of exercising the most funda-
mental right of citizenship, it sure was an-
swered on Tuesday. No American will ever
again be able to seriously say, ‘‘My vote
doesn’t count.’’

President Franklin Roosevelt once said,
‘‘Democracy is not a static thing; it is an ever-
lasting march.’’ Our Founders may not have
foreseen every challenge in the march of de-
mocracy, but they crafted a Constitution that
would.

The people have spoken. The important
thing for all of us to remember now is that
a process for resolving the discrepancies and
challenges to the election is in motion. The
rest of us need to be patient and wait for
the results.

I want to congratulate both Vice President
Gore and Governor Bush for a vigorous and
hard-fought campaign. Once again, the world
is seeing democracy in action. The events un-
folding in Florida are not a sign of the divi-
sion of our nation, but of the vitality of our
debate, which will be resolved through the
vibrancy of our Constitution and laws. Re-
gardless of the outcome, we will come to-
gether as a nation as we always do.

As this election unfolds, the nation’s busi-
ness continues. Tomorrow I will begin a trip
to Asia that will end in Vietnam. I will be
the first President to visit that nation since
the height of the Vietnam war. I will go to
open a new chapter in our relationship with
its people.

For nearly a decade now, we have been
building a more normal relationship with
Vietnam, basing each step forward on
progress and accounting for Americans miss-
ing from the war in Vietnam. We’ve made
great strides, repatriating remains, obtaining
documents, never forgetting that each case


